MEMORIES

My memory goes back a long way to my childhood and growing up attending Omagh Methodist Sunday School.  We were disciplined in a loving caring way by our dedicated teachers, Miss James, Mrs Bann, Mr McCracken and many others namely Mrs Elsie Stewart and Mr Dick Bell as we moved up through the years.  We got homework every week and this consisted of memorising bible passages, catechism, hymns and choruses.  This culminated in an oral examination at the end of the year.  We were awarded prizes according to our results.  We also received a prize for attendance.  Each year we had a Connexional examination and we were awarded certificates from the Methodist Church in Ireland.  I still have my certificates.  We had to memorise everything for these examinations. We learnt many hymns such as 'In our dear Lord's garden', 'Jesus wants me for a sunbeam’, 'All things bright and beautiful' to name a few.  I have a ‘go to hymn’ which I have gone to many times over the years.  It is a prayer to live by.

Father Lead me Day by Day 

Father lead me day by day        
Ever in thine own sweet way      
Teach me to be pure and true
Show me what I ought to do.
 ----------------------
When in danger make me brave
Make me know that thou canst save
Keep me safe by Thy dear side
Let me in Thy love abide.
----------------------
When I am tempted to do wrong
Make me steadfast wise and strong
And when all alone I stand
Shield me with Thy mighty hand.
--------------------
When my heart is full of glee
Help me to remember Thee
Happy most of all to know
That my Father loves me so.
----------------------
When my work seems hard and dry
May I press on cheerily
Help me patiently to bear
Pain and hardship, toil and care.
-------------------------
May I see the good and bright
When they pass before my sight
May I hear the heavenly voice
When the pure and wise rejoice.
-------------------------

We learnt the Books of the Bible, Creation, The Ten Commandments, Beatitudes, The Lord's Prayer, many Psalms and passages of scripture such as John 3 verse 16 and 17.  The Choruses we sang related to bible stories.  For example ‘Daniel was a Man of prayer’, ‘Only a boy called David’, 
‘Zacchaeus was a very little man’, we enjoyed doing the actions and they are a lifelong memory.  I can still sing these.
Sunday school outings were a real treat and an adventure, the highlight of the year.  We would go by steam train to places like Bangor, Portrush and Bundoran.  We each got a packed lunch and a shilling to spend.  Happy memories!!

I am deeply indebted to my parents for the great start I had in Sunday school and the wonderful teachers who imparted so much knowledge and wisdom.  It was the foundation I have built on over the years.
 
"Give thanks unto the Lord for He is good."

Sonia Gillespie


